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Beloved,

Christ is Risen, Alleluia! We have entered the season of Easter and rejoice with all the saints the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we sit in the season of Spring, of new life, let us rest and renew
ourselves in the comfort of the Lord.

Lately, I've been contemplating the different words for love in the Greek language. In English, we
basically have love and like. | would use the same word to tell Ollie | love him as | would my parents,
and those are two radically different kinds of love. The way | like raspberries is not the same as the way
| like a baby’s smile. In Greek, however, there are six main words for love and many more variants
beneath them. | won’t talk about all of them here, but | encourage you to do your own research on
those words for love and consider what types of love you see in your own life. We should all be able to
say we have agape, unconditional love, because we are loved by God. But do you have philia, storge, or
philautia? Eros or xenia? What forms do these different loves take in your life?

This question goes along with one of the lectionary readings for this month; Jesus asks Peter three
times “do you love me?” and Peter answers, “of course | love you, Lord.” Except we don’t see that
Jesus is asking “Peter, do you agape me?” and Peter responds, “Lord | philia you.” We miss that
difference in language in the English version. Where in your life might you be asking for one kind of
love and someone is giving you a different kind? Can these deeper meanings help strengthen
relationships you have, with God, with yourself, or with those you care about? What does love mean
for you?

As you contemplate these things throughout the month, remember that our foundation of
understanding comes from Jesus Christ who is Love who guides us in God’s way of never-ending mercy.

Blessings,
Pastor Erica




MAY BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

07 — Dexter Thompson 5

12 — Christie Werner . -
13 — Wade Kendle * Af Y "

19 — Sonia Colberg
19 — Scott Hunzeker B
22 — Candice Minks T
26 — Ruth Hunzeker

28 — Norman Zink

29 — Isabella Kendle

MAY ANNIVERSARIES v
24 — Leanne & Ron Miller

PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING

Through our gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we join
together to support the faith of young people all
around the world who enrich the Church with their
creativity and vibrancy. We are there to work to
correct the lack of access to education for children-
at-risk, nurture the faith and vocation of youth and
create space for young adults to explore and grow
as leaders in Christ’s church.

The Pentecost special offering is collected from
April 21 — June 8. Please consider giving to assist
future leaders of the church.

CIRCLE
The next meeting for Circle will be Tuesday, June 3
at 10:00 AM in the Gibson Room. All are welcome
to attend.

MAY MUSINGS

We're trying something new! As a way to
encourage engagement and discernment, we're
going to include a question in the newsletter.
Please mail or email your answer to the office,
write a note and place it in the offering plate, or
tell your answer to Pastor Erica.

What is your favorite activity?

MOTHER’S DAY MISSION PROJECT

Healthy Families Home Visiting is a parenting
support program at the Lincoln Lancaster County
Health Department. The program has been in
existence for about 13 years and has grown to
where they serve about 300 families annually. Last
year their staff of 16 completed over 4,000 home
visits with young families.

Families are referred to HFHV through doctors,
community agencies, hospitals, friends and family
members. Their team are experts at providing
support, kindness, and information to individuals as
they learn (or learn a new way!) to navigate
parenting. Some parents enrolled with HFHV have
experienced childhood trauma, some have
addiction or mental health issues, some are
learning about parenting in a new country/culture,
and others might just need to know what to expect
as their child grows.

This is a long-term visitation program. They stick
around! They can visit families from the prenatal
period up until their child is 3-5 years of age. But
the program is always voluntary (and free!). Their
“statistics” are proof of HFHV’s positive impact.
Families involved in their program, even though
they are at increased risk for poor outcomes, have
a very low rate of involvement with Child
Protective Services.

Thank you for considering a donation to this
Healthy Families program! They would love
donations of diaper wipes, diapers, diaper cream,
or anything young child related! Cash donations go
into their emergency funds for things like helping
families pay for a birth certificate or driver’s
license.

Donations will be accepted by the Mission
Committee during the month of May.

THANK YU -

To Evan and his family for leading and teaching
those who participated in the traditional Ukrainian
art of egg decorating.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY | FRIDAY | SATURDAY
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
Boy Scouts 10:00 AM
Al-Anon
Boy Scouts
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
6:00 PM Girl Scouts 10:00 AM 7:00 PM Boy Scouts 10:00 AM
) 20306 Circle Choir Al-Anon
Food &
Fellowship City General Boy Scouts
Election
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30 AM 7:00 PM Boy Scouts 10:00 AM
Sunday School Choir Al-Anon
10:30 AM Boy Scouts
Worship
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30 AM Girl Scouts Boy Scouts 10:00 AM
Sunday School 20306 Al-Anon
10:30 AM Boy Scouts
Worship
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:30 AM Piano recital Boy Scouts 10:00 AM
Sunday School Al-Anon
10:30 AM Boy Scouts
Worship

Please refer to the online calendar for updated/changed events.
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