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Genesis 2:18-25 John 2:1-11 

There has been much discussion about marriage with the controversy about 

same-gender marriage. More and more states have made it legal. The Presbyterian 

Church recently permitted same-gender marriage. The Supreme Court will be ruling 

later this month on the constitutionality of bans against same-gender marriages. I am 

not going to be talking about same-gender marriages this morning. However, I have 

found it interesting that the discussion has included calls for traditional marriage, a 

return to the biblical concept of marriage. What does the Bible have to say about 

marriage? What is a Biblical model of marriage? 

As you may very well know, polygamy was practiced by the ancient Hebrews, as 

it was in many ancient societies. More accurately, what was practiced was polygyny, 

which means a man with more than one wife. Polygamy describes a scenario when 

either the husband or wife could have more than one spouse. Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, all had more than one wife. Many of the kings of Israel had more than one wife. 

Solomon had seven hundred wives! Today, polygamy is not practiced in the United 

States: it is illegal in all fifty states. 

There is another significant difference. Today, in the West, marriage is primarily 

practiced as a union between two people who profess love for each other. We choose 

our own partners. In the Biblical societies, love may have gone along with the marriage, 

but it was not the reason for marrying. In ancient Israelite society, marriages were more 

a contractual arrangement between two families. Your family would choose your life 

mate! Abraham sent his servant to find a wife for his son Isaac from Abraham’s home 

country. Marriages were arranged. 
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We also have to remember that the ancient Israelite society was patriarchal. In 

ancient Israelite society, women could not receive an inheritance. A woman was 

dependent upon her father, her husband, and her son. If a woman had no man in her 

life, she was destitute! Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, wrote: “Wives, be subject to 

your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife . Wives 

ought to be [subject], in everything, to their husbands.” There are churches today that 

still see the husband as the head of the household and the wife as subservient. We’ll 

come back to marriage equality shortly. 

As you can see here, understanding marriage is not a simple let us go back to 

the Biblical model of marriage, or a traditional marriage. Marriage has changed through 

the millennia and continues to change. When Supreme Court justices Roberts and 

Kennedy began to fret about the courts right to challenge centuries of marriage tradition, 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg reminded them that “Marriage today is not what it was 

under the common law tradition, under the civil law tradition. Marriage was a 

relationship of a dominant male to a subordinate female. That ended as a result of this 

court’s decision in 1982 when Louisiana’s Head and Master Rule was struck down.” It is 

not a simple let’s go back to the Biblical, traditional view of marriage. It does change. 

Even though societies understanding of marriage is constantly changing, the 

Bible does have something to say to modern folk today. Creation is God’s gift to us and 

our reading from Genesis lifts up the gift of marriage as an important part of God’s good 

creation. The theologian Mark Achtemeier, a Presbyterian pastor and seminary 

professor, writes that one of the most gracious verses in the Bible is when God 

declares, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
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partner.” So God created all of the animals and gave Adam the authority to name all of 

the animals. But there was not a helper fit for Adam. So God created Eve. It is important 

to note that Adam’s passionate joy comes in response to his recognition that Eve 

shares the same physical nature with him, bones and flesh. Human beings are created 

for deep communion with a partner. 

The biblical writers used the language of love and marriage to describe not only 

the connection of human beings to each other but also the connection between human 

beings and God. Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Hosea all speak of God as being married to the 

chosen people of Israel. For example in Isaiah we read, “For your Maker is your 

husband.” In Hosea: “On that day, says the Lord, you will call me, “My husband.” … And 

I will take you for my wife forever.” This is a very unusual concept, to think of God as 

being “married” to human beings. As Dr. Achtemeier points out, “If it didn’t occur in the 

pages of Scripture, we might think it almost blasphemous. It is very significant that the 

prophets described the relationship between God and God’s people using the metaphor 

of marriage. 

Dr. Atchtemeier goes on to say that at first he thought such passages were 

putting forward a simple comparison: God’s love for us is like the love that binds a 

husband and wife together in a good marriage. But he soon realized that the love that 

binds people together in marriage is like the love that exists in the heart of God. There is 

no doubt that the bond between spouses may look like anything but divine at times! All 

of us who are married know that. But the potential exists for human marital love to 

become the image of God’s love. Marriage is designed to help our human love grow into 

the image of God’s own love for us! God has given us the gift of marriage, of love, in 



 4 

order to help us grow into the image of Christ’s self-giving love. Marriage helps us to 

grow in our relationship to God! 

As an aside, let me add that being single is not a spiritual disadvantage. Jesus 

was single. If marriage was a requirement for the divine image to be realized in human 

beings, then we would be forced to say that Jesus was not an example of the divine 

image in human beings. The depths of spiritual development can be achieved without 

marriage. 

I want to come back to the issue of marriage equality. I performed a wedding and 

the bride’s father was a conservative, evangelical pastor. He preached, telling his 

daughter that she was to obey her husband. After the wedding, the bridesmaids asked 

to speak to me in private. So we all went to my office. They asked me, “Is that true, are 

wives supposed to obey their husbands? I explained that there were some Christians 

that still think so, but that there were many who believed in marriage equality. Sibley 

Towner, and Old Testament scholar, points out that in the creation account when God 

declared that it was not good for man to be alone, the Revised Standard Version 

translates it, “I will make him a helper fit for him.” Towner declares that what is being 

said here is that the two were soul mates, “people of equal standing, equal merit, and 

yes, equal pay!” Earlier we read that “God created humankind in his image, in the image 

of God he created them; male and female he created them.” Both adam and eve, both 

man and woman, were created in the image of God! Towner goes on to say that the 

New Revised Standard Version translates it as “I will make him a helper as his partner,” 

which is probably more accurate than “a helper fit for him.” Thee is a biblical foundation 

for equality in marriage. 
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Marriage is to be celebrated. Marriage is God’s gift to us. We are meant to be in 

a deep relationship with others. That does not mean there is anything wrong with being 

single. Marriage is a relationship which is self-giving- self-sacrificing, which is a 

reflection God’s love for us, a love that is self-giving, self-sacrificing. It is a relationship 

that helps us to grow in our relationship with God. Let us celebrate God’s great gift to 

us! 

All power and glory, wisdom and wonder 
be to the Lord our God, 
who strengthens us through the word 
and blesses us with peace. Amen. 


