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Acts 11:1-18 Revelation 21:1-6 
Psalm 148 John 13:31-35 

To say the least, this has been a very interesting and very unusual presidential 

campaign! For example, very few people thought Donald Trump would get as far as he 

had. It is a different campaign. The rest of the world seems to be amused, if not worried. 

Why are we seeing so much hatred and anger in this year’s campaign? Surely there is a 

better way and our gospel lesson describes a better way. 

This year’s presidential campaign is one of the ugliest campaigns most of us 

have seen. The debates went south fast when candidates were comparing body parts 

and dissing the wives of their opponents. Mentally disturbed people stigmatized as if 

they were the source of all violence in our society. Refugees and immigrants 

demonized, classifying the undocumented Mexicans as rapists and murderers. It has 

been suggested that Muslims not be permitted to enter our country and that we patrol 

and secure Muslim neighborhoods. Some of the crowds showing up at the political 

rallies have been mean-spirited. One crowd told an Asian female television reporter to 

go home to Iran. The last time I looked on the map, Iran is not in Asia! 

Why has our political climate become uncivilized? Why has the political climate 

become so polarized and acrimonious? What has caused so many to be so angry and 

full of hatred? One reason is the climate of fear in our nation. There is the fear about our 

physical safety. We did not have to worry about our own safety being at work, being at a 

movie, being at church. We did not worry about the safety of our children in school. 

Things have changed ever since 9/11; the attack on the World Trade Center, killing 

nearly three thousand innocent people. It was the worst terrorist attack in world history 

and the deadliest foreign attack on American soil since the Japanese surprise attack on 
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Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. And the violence has not stopped. The killings 

continue with the mass shootings, 3 in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 9 in Roseburg, 

Oregon, 9 in Charleston, South Carolina, and 27 at Shady Hook Elementary School in 

Newtown, Connecticut. We no longer feel safe within our own borders. And the violence 

is not limited to our own land. The bombing in Paris killing over 100 innocent people, 

violent attacks in Brussels, killing 30 innocent people, and the bombing of the plane 

going from Egypt to Russia, killing 224 people. We fear for our safety and that creates a 

climate of fear and anger. In such a climate of fear we too easily caricature or condemn 

those who are different from us. 

There are also the economic anxieties. Since the 2007-2009 Great Recession, 

we have witnessed a great recovery, one of the longest expansions in history. However, 

the vast majority of that recovery has gone to the infamous top one percent! The top 

one percent saw their income rise 31.4% between 2009 and 2012, with the remaining 

99% of us saw an increase of 0.4%. The top 1% captured 95% of the total growth in that 

time period. Young college graduates have been idled by the economy, and their 

inflation adjusted wages have actually lowered. The American Dream is slowly slipping 

away. These anxieties are causing us to pull apart from one another and to ignore the 

common good! 

Our gospel lesson shows us a better way. It is the Thursday before the crucifixion 

and the resurrection, what has become known as Maundy Thursday. Here Jesus tells 

the disciples that he will be with them only a little longer. He will be leaving them. This 

will create anxiety for the disciples. As he speaks to prepare the disciples for his death, 

he speaks tenderly to them, knowing how this will leave them feeling orphaned. He 
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assures the disciples, “Little children I am with you only a little longer.” While he 

promises a little later not to leave the disciples “desolate,” and even later calls the 

disciples “orphaned,” and not children, his words of encouragement call attention to the 

despair that is about to engulf them. 

In the gospels we read Jesus saying “Do not fear,” or “Do not be afraid,” about 

twenty times. Indeed, God is in control and we need not fear. I realize it is a lot easier 

said than done to tell people to not be anxious. As Christians, we need to be a non-

anxious presence in the midst of all this anxiety that is feeding the anger and hatred. 

There is a story told of a ship and crew in peril on the sea. In the engine room the men 

were being tossed back and forth, and with each pitch in the sea they became more and 

more convinced that they wouldn’t make it through alive. One of the crew managed his 

way up to the bridge of the ship just to see if there was any chance of surviving. Several 

minutes later he returned to his shipmates, and though the seas had grown no less 

angry, he reported to them that they were going to be fine.  “How can you know,” they 

replied.  “I’ve been to the bridge,” said the crewman, “and I saw the captain’s face. And 

he was smiling.” It reminds me of the story of Jesus and his disciples crossing the lake. 

They encounter a violent storm and the disciples were frightened. What really upset 

them was that Jesus was sleeping as though nothing was happening. They woke him 

up asking if he cared that they might die, and Jesus calmed the storm. Jesus, like this 

ship’s captain, was the non-anxious presence. We too need to be the non-anxious 

presence in this political climate. We need to be agents of God’s justice and 

reconciliation in the world 
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In response to this political climate, the seminary presidents of our Presbyterian 

seminaries issued a letter a few months ago appealing to Christians to “seek to be 

agents of God’s justice and reconciliation in the world.” They wrote: 

A fundamental conviction of Christian faith is that God is sovereign over 
our lives, over all nations, and over the course of human history. When we 
abandon that faith we surrender to fear on the one hand and to pride on 
the other. Both pervasive fear and overweening pride violate our 
commitment to the lordship of Christ. 

Jesus is our Lord. It is the Lordship of Christ that enables us to be the non-anxious 

presence in our community and in our nation in fearful times.  

And it is the Lordship of Christ that enables us to love others, instead of 

displaying hatred and anger. As I said earlier, our story takes place on Thursday of holy 

Week, a day called Maundy Thursday. The word “Maundy” comes from the word for 

mandate, for Jesus declares that he is giving his disciples a new mandate or 

commandment, to love one another. This is not a new commandment. In Leviticus and 

Deuteronomy, centuries before Jesus’ time, God commanded the Israelites to love their 

neighbor. What is new to this commandment is the shaping of that love according to the 

life and death of Jesus. Jesus shows us what kind of love it is. 

Some of you may remember the 1965 song, “What the World Needs Now Is 

Love.” The chorus went like this:  

What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
It's the only thing that there's just too little of 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
No, not just for some but for everyone 

That last phrase, “No, not just for some but for everyone,” is something of which we 

need to be reminded and which we need to live out and what our society needs to hear. 

When the lawyer asked Jesus who is my neighbor, Jesus told the parable of the Good 
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Samaritan. It was scandalous because Jesus made the Samaritan the champion, and 

the Israelites had little to do with Samaritans. It wasn’t an Israelite that cared for a 

Samaritan, but a despised Samaritan helping an Israelite. God’s love is for everyone. By 

living out God’s love, we can be a non-anxious presence in this political climate. 

Blessing and glory and wisdom  
and thanksgiving and honor  
and power and might be to our God  
forever and ever. Amen. 


