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Acts 16:9-15 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
Psalm 67 John 14:23-49 

When I pastored churches in central and western Kansas, I enjoyed the wheat 

harvest. Often times I would help a farmer driving a wheat truck to the elevators. Entire 

communities would focus on getting in the harvest. It was different than the soybean 

and corn harvest in Iowa. One difference was that once the wheat was ready to be 

harvested, there was a real push to get it in. Wheat is much more susceptible to the 

weather and fire. The corn and soybeans in Iowa are harvested in the fall. But the wheat 

in Kansas is harvested in early summer, when there is a much bigger chance for a 

storm to destroy the crop, or mat it down, making it much more difficult to harvest. And 

the dry wheat was very susceptible to fire. One story was that a farmer saw his 

neighbor’s wheat field on fire, and he called his insurance agent to ask that if he would 

get insurance, how quickly would it be in force. They would begin harvesting as soon as 

they could in the mornings, when the morning dew had dried off, and would go as late 

into the night they could. If the combine driver stopped to eat a meal, someone else 

would get into the cab and keep that combine moving. The wheat was augured off the 

combine while it was on the move, the truck driver making sure he kept the truck under 

the augur. If the wheat farmer was going to make a profit, he needed to get the harvest 

in.  

For the ancient Israelites, a good harvest was necessary for their very existence. 

A crop failure meant trouble, if not death. Life in those days was a hand to mouth 

existence. There were no food pantries or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Programs, 

or what we used to call food stamps. They did not have the sophisticated transportation 

system we have today to get food where it was needed, nor the storage capabilities. 
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The ancient Israelites knew that they were dependent upon God for God’s generosity. A 

generosity which made the harvest possible. The harvest was totally dependent upon 

God. They were grateful to God for a bountiful harvest.  

This psalm for this morning is a harvest psalm. Blessing here refers to causing 

the earth to produce crops. The blessing activity of God in this context means the giving 

of sunshine and rain, good weather, so that the crops would grow and the harvest will 

be good. When the earth yields a harvest, it is an occasion to praise God, from whom 

such blessings flows. Thus the psalmist writes, “The earth has yielded its increase; God, 

our God, has blessed us.” A completed harvest was a joyful time for it meant they had 

food for another year.  

Life in ancient Israel was much more agrarian than in our modern society today 

In our modern, urban society, we are not as apt to see God as the one who blesses us. 

God is out of the picture in that we do not recognize that we are dependent upon God. 

We had some friends visiting us on the farm where I spent my childhood. They were 

from the city, and the kids had never seen cows being milked. After witnessing the 

milking, one of the kids said they were glad they got their milk from the store and not the 

farmer. Our modern food supply chain distances us more and more from the God who 

provides, who provides sunshine and rain, good weather and fertility.We have taken 

God out of the equation. We forget that God is the source of our sustenance, we take 

God’s blessings for granted.Today, if there is a bad harvest, our modern transportation 

system makes it possible for us to get food. Our modern storage systems make it 

possible for us to store food for much longer period of times than in the ancient days. 

Paul Harvey reported that a woman called up the Butterball Turkey Company's 
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consumer hot line and asked about the advisability of cooking a turkey that had been in 

her freezer for 23 years. The customer service representative told her that it might be 

okay to eat it if the freezer had maintained a below-zero temperature the entire time, but 

even so, the flavor would have deteriorated so much that it wouldn't be very tasty. Said 

the caller, "Oh, that's what we thought. We'll just donate it to the church.” Our existence 

today is not as hand to mouth as it was in ancient days. We don’t give it all much of a 

thought. We take it for granted. 

A group of middle school youth visited different neighborhoods to collect food for 

the Food Bank. In one hour, 760+ pounds of food were collected. The youth returned 

joyful at people's generosity and amazed at what they had accomplished. Over pizza 

they traded stories. One parent shared that they knocked on the doors of several lovely 

homes with nice cars in the driveway where people said, "We really don't have any 

extra food to share." One parent said, "You've got to be kidding." A teacher friend of 

mine calls that "poor talk" when "people of means" pretend they are just getting by. So 

many take for granted what they have. So many do not recognize that God is the source 

of our sustenance and existence, and that this God is generous. 

And God’s generosity brings happiness. Generous people are happy. At the 

Generosity Workshop that we hosted here about 8 days ago, the speaker was told 

about research done about happiness. They asked some college students to indicate 

their sense of happiness on a scale of one to ten. Most of them indicated a seven. Then 

they divided the group into two groups. To one group they gave each of them an 

envelope of $20, and told them to do something for themselves. Get their nails done. 

Go to Starbucks and buy themselves a coffee. The members of the other group were 
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also each given an envelope with $20 and told to do something for someone else. Pay it 

forward. Pay for the meal of the family in line behind you. Give it to a homeless person. 

Following this, they asked the groups to rather their happiness on a scale of one to ten. 

Those who had given their money away, who were generous, were happier than those 

who used the money for themselves. Research has shown that not only is there a 

correlation between generosity and happiness, but actually a causation. Most of us 

realize that you cannot buy happiness. But research has shown that generosity can and 

does bring happiness.  

This psalm also informs us that God’s blessing, God’ generosity, has a mission. 

There is another purpose for God’s blessing, God’s generosity, and that is so “that your 

way maybe known upon earth, your saving power among all the nations. God is 

generous to us so that the other nations of the world may know about the God of Israel. 

The focus of the psalm is wider. “Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples 

praise you.” God wants all the nations to celebrate and our generosity can make that 

happen! That is our mission. 

In the aftermath of World War II, a husband and wife were getting ready to go to 

a memorial service for the son of friends of theirs. The man had been killed in the 

service. His family was dedicating a window in their church to this young man who had 

lost his life. The window cost $50,000.  "What a beautiful thing to do in honor of their 

son," the wife said to her husband. Suddenly, she turned around with an ashen look on 

her face and said, "What are we going to give?"  "What are you talking about?" he said. 

"We don't need to give anything. Our son came back alive and safe."  "That's exactly 
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what I mean," she pressed. "Our friends lost their son, and they are giving $50,000. We 

got our son back, and we are not giving anything?"  

Blessing and glory and wisdom  
and thanksgiving and honor  
and power and might be to our God  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 


