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Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Hebrews 10:16-25 
Psalm 22 John 19;17-30 

Recently, in the Dear Amy column of the newspaper, a writer was asking Amy’s 

advice on what to do about someone in the family who had not sent a thank you about 

gifts given for a wedding shower and for a wedding. The person seeking advice wrote 

that both of these gifts were rather generous. But alas no thank you notes or cards. Now 

she was invited to a baby shower for this couple’s first baby. She was upset that she 

had not received thank you cards and so, she really did not want to go. What should 

she do? Quite often people ask Amy’s advice about that very topic: what to do about 

those who don’t bother to send a thank you. that same question showed up in her 

column again about a week later. It makes me wonder if some day God won’t write a 

letter to Dear Amy, asking her advice about what to do about all of God’s people whose 

lives don’t express their thanks to God, who don’t live a life that is indicative of their 

gratitude for what God has done. 

So what has God done? In our letter to the Hebrews, the author quotes from the 

Old Testament prophet Jeremiah: 

“This is the covenant that I will make with them 
    after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
    and I will write them on their minds,” 
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Here God declares that God is giving Israel a new covenant, which is another chance, a 

new opportunity. God made a number of covenants with God’s people. God made a 

covenant with Abraham, when God promised to make of Abraham a great nation; with 

Noah after the flood, when God promised never to destroy the world again; with King 
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David, that David’s lineage would always rule over Israel. Covenants were how God 

relates to God’s people. What are the terms of the relationship. 

We create relationships with contracts. Let’s take, for example, a relationship you 

make when you buy a home. Some of you have purchased a home, or maybe more 

than one home. There are two parties, the sellers and the buyers. This contract dictates 

the relationship between the seller and buyer. The buyers promise that on a certain 

date, they will give to the sellers an agreed upon amount of money, and the sellers 

agree to give legal possession of that house to the buyers. This relationship has been 

created by this contract, and both parties know how they are to act. If one party, let’s 

say the sellers, don’t carry out their side of the bargain, the contract is voided, the 

relationship is ended. The buyers are no longer obligated to give the sellers any money. 

Likewise, if the buyers don’t give to the sellers the agreed amount of money, the sellers 

are not obligated to give possession of the house to the buyers. Now, of course, there 

are a lot more details in the contract, but I think you get the point. The contract creates a 

relationship between two parties, each party having an obligation, each party agreeing 

on how they will act, what they will do. 

Now imagine if you are the buyer and on the day of the closing, you find out the 

sellers have changed their minds. Not that they don’t want to sell it, or want more 

money, but they decide to give it to you? Out of the clear blue sky, they give it to you! 

You don’t have to give them any money. You don’t have to do anything. You may feel 

like you won the lottery or you finally got your inheritance from rich uncle Andy. You 

may not believe it at first. Am I on Candid Camera? Is this person crazy? The seller has 

the new contract there declaring the house is a gift to you and you decide you better 
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sign the paperwork before the seller changes their mind! There is no money to give the 

seller, there is no obligation on your part, except perhaps to sign the paperwork. The 

seller makes the new contract and the buyer or I should say receiver—derives a benefit 

from what the seller has done. Good news! 

That’s exactly what God has done for us! God has given us the gift of salvation. 

God has created a relationship in which all we do is receive god’s gift. As one 

commentator wrote:  

God is the covenant maker according to our lesson. Covenant is a pact, a 
compact, a mutually restricting and mutually beneficial agreement that 
forms the basis of a relationship between two parties. Remarkably, 
however, in relation to the new covenant of which our lesson speaks, God 
promised the covenant, God acted to effect this covenant, and humans 
basically derive benefits from what God has done, doing little to nothing 
themselves to establish this covenant! Good news, indeed! 

This covenant is as one sided as the seller giving a home to a buyer. Our salvation is 

one-sided It is a gift from God. God acted! 

The question is, how do we respond to God’s gift? How do we thank God? I have 

mentioned this before, but it bears repeating. Look at another covenant, the covenant 

referred to as the Mosaic covenant, because of Moses’ role in it. You know this 

covenant as the Ten Commandments. The introduction to the Ten Commandments, 

often times called the preface reads: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 

the Land of Egypt, our of the house of slavery….” First God declares to them that he is 

their God. The first words: I am the Lord your God. And how do you know I am the Lord 

you God? Because I saved you, I freed you from your slavery in Egypt. Then God gave 

the Israelites the Ten Commandments. The order of events is important. God did not 

say, If you follow these commandments, then I will be your God. Rather, God said, I am 

your God, and this is how I want you to respond to my gift of grace and mercy that I 
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have shown to you. There is not a conditional covenant. We do not earn our relationship 

to God. We are simply the receivers of God’s enormous gift, and we express gratitude 

by living as God wants us to live. How we live in relationship to God and to all our 

neighbors in the world is our gratitude to God. 

We look to Scripture to understand how god wants us to live. Of course, there 

are the Ten Commandments. In the Old Testament we read, “What does the Lord 

require of you? But to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

We are to live by the Golden Rule: to do unto others as we would have them do to us. 

We are to feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe the naked, house the 

homeless, care for the sick, welcome the stranger. We love God by loving our neighbor. 

We are to let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream. 

Perhaps this sermon does not seem appropriate for Good Friday. After all, we 

are remembering what Jesus did for us; how Jesus died on the cross, one of the most 

horrific ways to die, for us. But we know we don’t need to put a period on the story right 

now. We know there is a rest of the story. We know how the story ends. We don’t enter 

the mystery of Good Friday pretending that Easter never happened. We are aware of 

what god has done for us. Will God have to ask advice from Dear Amy about what to do 

with us if we do not express our thanks by living as God wants us to live? 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ  
we bend our knees and lift up our hearts,  
giving glory to God forever. Amen. 
 


