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Siblings in Christ,
As the summer winds down, along with the heat, we look forward to the return of Sunday
School and choir on Sundays. Rally Day will be September 11th, and I hope to see as many of
you there as can make it! We will be celebrating Communion in worship that morning, as well
as holding an ice cream social afterwards.
In one week, it will be a year since I joined you all here at this lovely and welcoming church. In
that time, I have only fallen more in love with this church and its people. I look forward to many
more years to come and I can’t wait to see where God’s call will take us.
As many of you know, at the beginning of August, I had to make the difficult decision to put my
cat Amber down. Amber has been my faithful and loving companion for 14 long years. She has
travelled with me from Utah to Texas to Virginia to Michigan back to Texas and finally here to
Lincoln. She is sorely missed, though I take comfort in the fact that she rests now in God’s
arms. I appreciate the love and support everyone has shown me in this time of grief.
As we continue growing and discerning within the Vital Congregations program, ask yourself
“what gifts and passions has God given me and where might they be used?” As we continue to
open our hearts to hear God’s voice, where is it leading you? Be sure to let us know when you
figure it out!
Blessings of Peace and Love,
Pastor Erica

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY
GREETINGS

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

08 – Lacey Smith
14 – Annabelle Singsaas
16 – Deb Kendle
21 – Marsha Hunzeker
23 – Jackie Smith
24 – Jacob Bahr
24 – Ilah Singsaas
24 – Mason Smith
25 – Pat Zink

01 – Larry & Melinda Brage
03 – Ken & Diane Olsen
12 – Freddie & Jeanne Bonnett
12 – Ron & Jackie Smith
13 – Jim & Carolyn Pester
20 – Bruce Snyder & Jan Crouch
22 – Scott & Candice Minks
30 – Corinne Crouch & John Schmidt

HERITAGE BIRTHDAY CLUB
Anyone may join or renew their
membership in Heritage’s
Birthday Club. Donations (usually
1 dollar per year of life) is made to
our endowment fund.

Join the Mission Committee for an Ice Cream
Social (Sept. 11) as we celebrate
the start of Sunday School and
Patriot Day! Freewill donations
will be accepted. We would like
to donate to a veteran support
group – any recommendations?

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR RANDOLPH
SCHOOL

There is still time to donate school supplies for
the teachers/students at Randolph Elementary items will be collected through September 11.
Thanks for your donations!
•
•
•
•
•
•

black low odor dry erase markers
tissues/Kleenex
glue sticks
#2 pencils
mesh/plastic pencil pouches
notebooks and loose-leaf paper
Please NO backpacks or hand sanitizer!

SAVE THE DATE!
October – November: “Fill the Drawer” with
youth sized “undies” (new only) and sweatpants
(new or gently used) for the children of
Randolph School. (This drive will replace the
hat/mitten drive this fall.)
November 14: Taco Night and Silent Auction
– Contact Leanne if you have an item(s) you are
willing to donate for the auction.

FAIR TRADE PRODUCTS

Don’t forget your Equal Exchange coffee, tea and
chocolates available in the narthex! Cooler weather
is just around the corner – make sure you have your
tea and coffee!

RANDOLPH FOOD PANTRY
The Randolph Pantry has been busy the past 2
weeks as kids head back to school. As always, we
will gladly take the following items (in no
particular order): grocery store gift cards, cereal,
soap, canned tomatoes, ramen, tuna, canned
fruit, laundry soap, toothpaste, pasta sauce,
canned vegetables, tooth brushes, mac & cheese,
box potatoes, pasta, canned chicken, toilet paper,
canned soup, peanut butter, etc. Thank you for
your continued support!

DUCs

OCTOBER 9: CROP WALK

Join us on October 9 for the CROP Walk as we
walk to end hunger and/or join us for a potluck
after worship. Contact
Karen Griffin Sieber if you
plan to join the
Walk. Donations can be
given to individual
walkers or to the church
for the entire team.

The first meeting for DUCs will be Sunday,
September 11 following worship until 2:00 pm.

CIRCLE

The next meeting of Circle will be October 4 at
10:00 am in the Gibson Room. Everyone is
invited.

PANDEMIC EMERGENCY RESPONSE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHURCH
AND OUTSIDE GROUPS
General
• Social distancing encouraged
• Offering in the entry ways instead of passed
• Clutter in narthex cleaned up
• Encourage members to stay home if they
have symptoms or don’t feel comfortable
COVID-19 Risk Dial: Green (Low)
• Business as usual – please stay home or
wear a mask if you have symptoms or don’t
feel well
COVID-19 Risk Dial: Yellow (Moderate)
• Masks recommended (unless required by
city directed health measures)
• Social distancing
• Coffee Corner with masks recommended
• Communion – regular
• Potlucks/other communal meals with
masks recommended
• Encourage members to stay home if they
have symptoms or don’t feel comfortable

COVID-19 Risk Dial: Orange (High)
• Masks required
• Signs between pews (social distancing)
• Coffee Corner with masks
• Potlucks/communal meals with masks
• Communion with pre-made packets
• Reduce congregational responses/hymns
• Encourage members to stay home if they do
not feel comfortable attending
COVID-19 Risk Dial: Red (Severe)
• Zoom/other online platform church
services (including Sunday School and
DUC’s)
• Choir to meet at the director’s discretion
(with pastor/session approval). They will
follow social distancing and masking rules.
• No potlucks/communal meals
• No Coffee Corner
• Outside groups with more than 5 will not
meet without pastor/session approval

VITAL CONGREGATIONS
Vital Congregations is an initiative of our national
church that congregations can use to help assess,
discern and live into faithful actions that increase
vitality through intentional spiritual practices that take
the them deeper into following Jesus Christ, so that
lives are changed, congregations are transofrmed, and
the mission of God spreads throughout their
communities.
The initiative is based on “7 Marks” of vital
congregations. We will focus on one Mark each month
in the newsletter and one
worship service.
Mark 4 – Empower Servant
Leadership
All people of God, in the
image of Christ, are given
fruit of the Spirit and
spiritual gifts meant for
building up the Church. In
this way, we are all called
to serve the Lord, to do our
part in membership of the
body of Christ. Every part
is necessary. Every part is
valuable, and every voice is
important. Every person should be equipped, nurtured,
and supported to use their gifts to glorify God, through
servant leadership; not just cliques of powerful people
or continual burnout of the same leaders. In keeping
with true discipleship formation, churches are called to
help all members to be empowered to use their gifts in
servant leadership. And, God calls and equips some for
the particular task of pastoral ministry, which must be
cultivated, nurtured and trained. Ministry can never be
about a single pastor, but it is about identifying,
equipping and empowering those servant leaders God
puts in our midst.
Self Reflection Questions:
Can you name your spiritual gifts? How does our
church help members discern spiritual gifts?
How does our church cultivate, nurture, and support
servant leadership?
What gets in the way of all disciples using their spiritual
gifts for servant leadership?
Who is the leadership in our church? Is leadership a
shared power? Do the same people lead everything?

HERITAGE VBS 2022
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September 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

Boy Scout
Troop 39

10:30 AM
Al-Anon

4

5

6

7

8

9

10:30 AM
Worship

Girl Scouts
20306

5:30 PM
Choir

Boy Scout
Troop 39

Piano w/
Sydney Miller

10:00 AM
Circle (Gibson
rm)
Girl Scouts
28971

6:30 PM
Bell Choir

10:30 AM
Al-Anon

12

13

14

15

16

5:30 PM
Choir

Boy Scout
Troop 39

10:30 AM
Al-Anon

11
9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM
Worship

Piano w/
Sydney Miller

6:30 PM
Bell Choir

Ice Cream Social
18

19

20

21

22

23

9:30 AM
Sunday School

Girl Scouts
20306

Girl Scouts
28971

5:30 PM
Choir

Boy Scout
Troop 39

10:30 AM
Al-Anon

25

26

28

29

30

5:30 PM
Choir

Boy Scout
Troop 39

10:30 AM
Al-Anon

9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM
Worship

Piano w/
Sydney Miller

6:30 PM
Bell Choir

27

Piano w/
Sydney Miller

6:30 PM
Bell Choir

3

10

17

5:00 – 9:00pm
Lincoln
Association of
the Deaf

DUCs meet in the
afternoon

10:30 AM
Worship

SATURDAY

Please refer to the online calendar for updated/changed events.

24

