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Jeremiah 18:1-11 Philemon 1-21 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 Luke 14:25-33 

Here he goes again. I’m talking about Jesus. Wow! Does he have high 

expectations of his disciples. These are unreasonable imperatives: “Whoever … does 

not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters … cannot be my 

disciple.” If there is any institution that supports family values, it is the church! “Whoever 

does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” We all know what 

happened to Jesus on the cross. If you have seen the 2004 movie, The Passion of 

Christ, directed and produced by Mel Gibson, especially if you saw the graphic violence 

of the crucifixion, you surely would not volunteer to “take up your cross.” Even if Jesus 

was not referring to the crucifixion, carrying a cross does not sound like a day in the 

park. Surely Jesus did not mean all that, did he? Surely he is using hyperbole, is he 

not? What does it take to be a disciple? 

Discipleship. From now until late November, we will be involved in a sermon 

series on discipleship. The theme is “What Disciples Do.” Discipleship is more than 

believing, more than believing the right thing. One who adheres to an accepted creed is 

deemed as being orthodox. Christian are identified by what we believe. Such things as 

God creating the world, and—by the way—one can believe that God created the world 

and believe in evolution. We believe that Jesus Christ was God’s son who came into the 

world; that he died on the cross, that he arose from the dead, and that we too will be 

resurrected. Some sections of Christianity have certain fundamentals, concepts you 

have to believe, to be considered a Christian. This was what the whole fundamentalist 

movement was all about. Groups would come up with a list of beliefs that people had to 

agree to, give their assent, be considered orthodox or right. For example, in 1910 the 
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General Assembly passed what was called the Doctrinal Deliverance of 1910 and listed 

five doctrines that were “necessary and essential” to the Christian faith: 1) The 

inspiration of the Bible by the Holy Spirit and the inerrancy of Scripture, 2) the virgin 

birth of Christ, 3) the belief that Christ’s death was an atonement for sin, 4) the bodily 

resurrection of Christ, and 5) the historical reality of Christ’s miracles. If you did not 

believe in these five fundamentals, you were not orthodox, you could not serve as an 

officer in the Presbyterian Church.  

However, discipleship is more than believing, orthodoxy. It is also doing, 

orthopraxy. Orthodox refers to believing the right things, doctrines; orthopraxy refers to 

doing the right things. An orthopraxy of our faith, a correct conduct. And so for the next 

twelve weeks we are going to consider “What Disciples Do.” For the next few months 

we will look at what we are to do as Christians. 

Our passage today informs us that discipleship is a deep commitment. We are to 

take our faith seriously. In 1937, the great German theologian Dietrich, wrote a book 

which has become a modern classic, The Cost of Discipleship. He wrote this book in 

Germany during the rise of the Nazi regime in Germany in 1937. The Nazi regime was 

wanting to take control of the church. He paid the ultimate cost. He lost his life in a Nazi 

concentration camp in 1945. One of the most quoted parts of the book is his distinction 

between “cheap” and “costly” grace: "cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 

without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline. Communion without 

confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace 

without Jesus Christ." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communion_(Christian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confession_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_(Christianity)
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Jesus' call was far different. He was not looking for superficial commitment or a 

crowd of tagalongs. Instead, he required his followers to be totally committed if they 

were going to follow at all." A young man once said, “If all my religion is going to change 

is my Sunday schedule, then I’m not interested. I want something that is going to 

change my finances, my sex life, the way I work, the way I treat my family, the way I 

treat others, and the way I use my time.” Has the church become a Wal-Mart, selling the 

cheapest faith we can sell? Has the church discounted the cost of discipleship? 

As Tom Long explains yes, Jesus does divide families and forces a decision. 

Does one belong to the kingdom of heaven and share in its values, or not? One cannot 

be a disciple of Christ and place Christ into one pigeon hole, separating him from the 

other compartments of our lives. The gospel does shake up values, rearranges 

priorities, and reorients goals. The gospel is not a salve; it is a sword that pares away all 

that is not aligned to the kingdom of God. Our discipleship should affect how we work, 

how we treat family, neighbors, friends, co-workers, how we use our time, how we 

spend our money. Authentic faith should have an impact on how we treat refugees, the 

poor, the homeless, our environment. Authentic discipleship impacts our character, 

ethics, and values. We are called to take our faith extremely seriously. 

I read a story about a seventh-grade girl in Texas. She ran on the junior-high 

girls’ track team at her school. Due to bad weather an important Saturday track meet 

got postponed to the next Saturday. However, this girl had already committed to be on a 

church mission trip on that Saturday. She went to her track coach and told him about 

the conflict. He told her, “Your teammates are counting on you, and you can’t let them 

down. You are either here for the meet, or you turn in your uniform.” After many tears 
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and much deliberation, she went to her coach, handed him her uniform, and walked 

away. That evening she explained her decision to her family. She said, “This about God. 

And God is more important than sports.” 

R. Alan Culpepper of Mercer University, wrote, "Some churches, preachers and 

TV programs present the gospel as though they were selling a used car. No money 

down! Attractive terms! Low, low monthly payments! They make it sound as easy as 

possible, as though no real commitment were required. There are churches that take 

this seriously and are what is called “high commitment churches.” For example, some 

high commitment churches require that leaders in the church, those who serve on the 

board, must be tithers, must give ten percent of their income to the church There may 

be requirements for worship attendance and participation in Bible studies. In these 

churches, anyone can participate in the life of the church. However, they cannot 

become members or leaders in the church unless they have a high commitment to the 

church. They believe that such high commitment to the church is what Christ is calling 

us to do in this passage. I am not proposing we do that. These high commitment 

churches take seriously Jesus’ call to discipleship. 

You are, no doubt, familiar with the Lewis and Clark Expedition. It is also known 

as the Corps of Discovery Expedition, which was the first American expedition to cross 

what is now the western portion of the United States. Meriwether Lewis invited William 

Clark to go along. This was a courageous thing. When they left St. Louis, they were 

going into uncharted territory without any contact with anyone back home. So that was 

the kind of invitation Lewis offered. And here is Clark's response: "I will cheerfully join 

you and partake of the dangers, difficulties and fatigues ... and I anticipate the honors 
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and rewards of such an enterprise ... with many difficulties. But, my friend, I do assure 

you that no man lives with whom I would prefer to undertake such a trip ... as yourself" 

Let us remember whom we are following! 

Blessed be the Lord our God. Amen. 

 


