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Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 Romans 10:5-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b Matthew 14:22-33 

One can understand why Joseph’s brothers had such disdain for their brother 

Joseph. Joseph was their father’s favored brother. Their father Jacob loved Joseph 

more than all of his brothers, and they hated him. And either Joseph liked to taunt them, 

or he did not know when to keep his mouth shut, for Joseph was full of himself and had 

dreams. In one of the dreams, he and his brothers were all binding sheaves in the field. 

Joseph’s sheaf stood upright, and the sheaves of his brothers circled his sheaf and 

bowed down to his sheaf. In another dream, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed 

down to him. His older brothers bowing to him. Understandably, they were jealous of 

Joseph, and they hated his youthful arrogance. 

Jacob sent Joseph to find his brothers who were away pasturing their father’s 

sheep. Jacob wanted Joseph to check on the welfare of his brothers. When the brothers 

saw him coming, they decided they would finally get their revenge. They threw Joseph 

into a pit, intending to kill him. However, a caravan of traders came by on their way to 

Egypt and they sold Joseph to the traders, who took Joseph to Egypt. They took 

Joseph’s robe—some of you may know it as the “amazing technicolor dreamcoat”—

smeared it with the blood of a goat, and took the robe to their father. When Jacob saw 

it, he was convinced that Joseph was devoured by a wild animal, and Jacob went into 

mourning.  

Now one of the brothers—Reuben--had planned to rescue Joseph from the pit, 

but he was too late. Joseph was gone. Reuben may have wondered what was now 

going to happen because of the evil that the brothers had done to Joseph. We too have 

our question about evil. We too may wonder what is going to happen with all the evil in 
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the world. The terrorism around the world, particularly in Europe and the United States. 

Crimes of violence in our own nation: rapes, murders, gang violence. The evil of how we 

are polluting our world to the point that if we continue the direction we are going, our 

world will one day be inhabitable for life as we know it. Another evil is how the rich are 

using their power, particularly with city councils, state legislatures, and the federal 

congress, to be able to amass even more wealth for themselves, while those who do 

not have enough to provide for themselves, are being squeezed. It is getting more and 

more difficult for so many to have adequate food, shelter, clothing, education, health 

care, and retirement. Now, you may disagree with me that the fact that the rich are 

getting richer and the poor are getting poorer is an evil, I would think that for most, if not 

all of us, we look at all the evil in the world, and wonder about the future, our own future, 

and the futures of our children and grandchildren. 

There is more to this story. Joseph begins his life in Egypt but eventually climbs 

the ladder and becomes the most powerful man in Egypt, second only to the Pharaoh. 

Joseph was put in charge of storing the extra grain that was harvested for seven years, 

and storing it, so that during the following seven years, when there would be a drought, 

there would be food for the people. Jacob, upon hearing there is food in Egypt, sends 

his sons to Egypt to bring back food. There they discover their brother Joseph. Instead 

of getting revenge, Joseph reveals that all of their evil, there selling him to the traders, 

was a part of God’s plan. God sent Joseph to Egypt so that Joseph would be in charge 

of keeping the Egyptians alive during a drought, and thus saving his own family. Joseph 

interpreted his brothers’ evil as a part of God’s plan to save Jacob and his family. Jacob, 

and all his family, move to Egypt, where they are well treated and have enough to eat. 



 3 

God was able to turn their evil into good. As Joseph told his brothers later, ‘Even though 

you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good.” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a well-known and highly respected German theologian 

who lived during the Nazi regime. Because of his efforts against the Nazi regime, HE 

spent time in prison, and was executed by hanging just two weeks before the United 

States liberated Berlin. Writing in war-torn Germany at Christmas of 1942, Bonhoeffer 

confessed, “I believe that God can and will let good come out of everything, even the 

greatest evil… I believe that even our mistakes and shortcomings are not in vain and 

that it is no more difficult for God to deal with them than with our supposedly good 

deeds.” 

That may seem so idealistic, but in the end his words came true. At the close of 

the war, some members of the Allied camp wanted to pursue revenge against Germany, 

but others remembered how the punitive nature of the Versailles treaty after the First 

World War had created bitterness, and led to the rise of the Nazi party. So, instead of 

pursuing revenge, the Allies worked for reconciliation. The coal and steel industries of 

France and Germany were brought together, and their resources were pooled. A center 

was established in Switzerland to work for European reconciliation. On top of this, a 

generosity of spirit was at work in the United States, and a massive amount of money 

flowed into Europe through the Marshall Plan. Because the focus was on reconciliation 

instead of revenge, age-old enemies quickly became friends. 

The challenge for us is to know our proper place in the world, and to know the 

place of God in human history as well. Our place is to be active followers of Jesus, and 

God’s place is to transform evil into good. Just how God does this is always 



 4 

unpredictable, because God’s ways are not our ways. But we have irrefutable evidence 

that God is always working to do this — we see it in the story of Joseph, when God 

takes the evil of the brothers and turns it into good. And we see it in the story of Jesus 

on the cross, when God takes the evil of the crucifixion and transforms it into 

forgiveness, new life and everlasting salvation. 

About the best we can do is to point people to the Lord, and show some 

evidence that he is alive and well and at work in the world. When the Christian author 

Philip Yancey was asked, after 9/11, the question of where God is when it hurts, he 

thought for a moment and then said, “I guess the answer to that question is another 

question. Where is the church when it hurts? If the church is doing its job — binding 

wounds, comforting the grieving, offering food to the hungry — I don’t think people will 

wonder so much where God is when it hurts. They’ll know where God is: in the 

presence of his people on earth.” 

This is our place: to bind up wounds, comfort the grieving, feed the hungry, and 

work for reconciliation. We can do this as individuals, as families, as a community of 

faith and as a nation. If we know our place, then we’ll discover God’s place, and we’ll 

see the Lord’s hand at work in even the most horrifying of human events. 

At the name of Jesus  
every knee will bend 
and every tongue confess  
that Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God. Amen. 


