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2 Kings 5:1-14 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Psalm 50:1-6 Mark 9:2-9 

Are we pathetic fools? What I mean is are we pathetic fools if we take 

discipleship seriously. I’m talking about the very things that Jesus asks us to do as his 

disciples, as his followers. Take for example what Jesus had to say to the disciples right 

before this story of the Transfiguration. He tells the disciples that he would undergo 

great suffering, be rejected by the religious leaders, be killed, and then rise again. Peter 

might have thought those were foolish words for Peter rebuked Jesus for such talk 

about suffering and dying. But Jesus rebukes Peter for setting his “mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” We are given a hint that divine things, that God’s ways, are 

not human ways. Then Jesus speaks about discipleship, which involves denying 

ourselves, taking up our cross and following him. If we want to save our lives, we must 

lose it. Those of us who lose our lives for his sake will save it. 

Let’s face it, what Jesus asks us to do is seen as foolish in the world, at least in 

our modern, consumerist society. Jesus does get more specific about denying 

ourselves and serving others. Love your enemy. Turn the other cheek. Are you kidding? 

We need a strong military defense. We are to welcome the stranger, the alien. But we 

have too many undocumented strangers who have broken our immigration laws. We 

need to protect our borders! We are not to be served, but to serve others. Don’t we all 

dream of being wealthy enough or powerful enough to have others serve us? Sell all 

that you have and give to the poor. What about my children’s education? What about 

my retirement? What about my dream home? We are to say no to ourselves. Is it not all 

about saying yes to ourselves, climbing the career ladder, accumulating wealth, having 

bigger homes and new cars? That is what the advertisers tell us! Truthfully, in our 
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consumerist, self-centered culture, to deny ourselves and to take up the cross seems to 

be foolishness. If it is foolishness, how can we be disciples? Discipleship is not easy! 

This account of the transfiguration of Jesus might give us a clue as to how we can live 

out lives considered foolish by those around us. 

The transfiguration of Jesus happens six days after these teachings about 

suffering and denying ourselves. With Peter, James, and John as witnesses, Jesus 

goes t the top of a mountain. They see Jesus transfigured, his clothes becoming 

dazzling white. They also see Moses and Elijah, two very important persons from the 

Israel’s history, two men who had been dead for centuries. Then Peter, who had the 

habit of opening his mouth before engaging his brain, declares, “It is good for us to be 

here. Let’s build three tents One for you, One for Moses. And one for Elijah.” Just as 

quickly, the scene is over! It all vanishes. Everything is back to normal. Jesus and the 

three disciples descend from the mountain. 

To say the least, this is a strange passage. Bible scholars have trouble 

understanding it. Some of you may be thinking, then why are you preaching about it! It 

does seem to be an important event for Mark locates this event right in the middle of his 

gospel. Here, the disciples, in seeing Jesus’ clothes dazzling white, have a glimpse of 

his glory. The glorified Christ refers to the resurrected Christ. When Peter suggested 

they pitch the three tents, perhaps he was wanting to stay in the glory, in the moment. I 

would hope you have had those experiences when you wish it would just keep going, 

that it would not end. Maybe it was a date, a vacation, or a night out with your spouse. 

This experience of three disciples was both literally and figuratively a mountaintop 

experience. Peter did not want it to end; he wanted it to keep going. Yet, suddenly, it 
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was over, and it was just the four of them again. And as they are going down the 

mountain, Jesus admonishes them, he “ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man Mad risen from the dead.” So they have had this 

mountaintop experience, and Jesus did not want them telling anyone until after he was 

raised from the dead. The disciples were still confused by what Jesus meant when he 

said “Raised from the dead.” We know to what Jesus is referring. Yet, we still might 

wonder why Jesus did not want them telling about this rather unusual event. 

Jesus’ transfiguration is Jesus in his glory. The next time they see Jesus in his 

glory is the resurrected Jesus, which, of course came after the crucifixion, came after 

his suffering. In other words, the glorified Jesus cannot be understood apart from the 

crucified Jesus. The glorified Jesus cannot be understood apart from the suffering 

Jesus. Don’t tell the people about me until after my suffering, crucifixion, and death. The 

implication for the disciples was that they could not stay on the mountaintop experience, 

they could not just enjoy their mountain top experience. They  need to go back down 

into the valley, the valley where people lived, the valley where life was real with all its 

pain, suffering, and needs. 

Being on the mountaintop gave them a new perspective that enabled them to be 

in the valley that enabled them to be the foolish disciples of Jesus. This view from the 

mountaintop gave them a new perspective. As Tom Long suggests, “This abrupt 

appearance of a soaring mountain is an invitation to scale its heights, with Peter, James 

and John, so that we too can see what we cannot see in the valley.” We see the Jesus 

in dazzling white clothes, we see Elijah and Moses. We hear the voice from heaven, 

which says, “This is my son, the Beloved.” As one British New Testament scholar tells 
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us, we see who Jesus Christ really is. “What gets transfigured is not Jesus but our 

perception of him. Our vision changes; we see Jesus for real.” This is where we see the 

Jesus, the Prince of Peace. This is where we see Jesus, who came to serve and not to 

be served. This is the Jesus we see when we feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, 

heal the sick, welcome the stranger, visit those in prison, for when we do it to the least 

of these, we do it for Jesus. To the world it does seem like foolishness. We may wonder 

if we are foolish for following Jesus, for being a disciple of Jesus. To see the glorified 

Jesus gives us courage in the midst of our discouragement, give us courage in the 

midst of our foolishness. 

Martin Luther King, on the night before he was assassinated in Memphis, 

Tennessee, gave his I’ve Been to the Mountaintop speech at the Masonic Temple in 

Memphis. He concluded that speech by sharing that there were threats on his life. His 

safety was a concern. However, he said,  

Well, I don't know what will happen now. We've got some difficult 
days ahead. But it really doesn't matter with me now, because I've been to 
the mountaintop. And I don't mind. 

Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. 
But I'm not concerned about that now. I just want to do God's will. And 
He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. And I've 
seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to 
know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the promised land! 

And so I'm happy, tonight. 
I'm not worried about anything. 
I'm not fearing any man! 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!! 
 

To the Lord who speaks to us, strengthens us,  
and blesses us with peace,  
be all glory and honor forever. Amen. 


